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Best practice says to thin out the 
strokes and add ink-traps to visually 
balance the black mass.

A single 1926 advertising sheet held 
in the Mannheim city archive is one 
of the last printed items of an earlier 
age recalling the company.
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By then the wood types by Sachs 
& Cie. had sales representatives 
in different German cities and 
dependencies throughout Europe.

I wasn’t interested in 
making a digital clone, just 
transplanting the good bits.
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A few letters feel too wide 
or narrow, some are wonky, 
and most have minimal 
optical correction and 
overshoots.

I love this crude specimen, 
it’s like a typographic 
punch in the guts.

10Mānuka Collection

Klim Type Foundry klim.co.nzCopyright © 2005 – 2019. All rights reserved. ⭍ PDF generated 28 Jun. 2021

SpecimenMānuka

74pt	 Bold		  0

74pt	 Black		  0

https://klim.co.nz/
https://klim.co.nz/


From 1873 on they 
regularly received 
recognition and prizes 
for their wood types 
at several world 
exhibitions.
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The condensed horizontal proportions are obvious 
in the Will & Schumacher fonts.

You can feel the human hand getting it both 
right and wrong — charming inconsistencies 
flourish across related styles.

By August 1884 the company added Erste 
Mannheimer Holztypenfabrik to their name.
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An early ancestor of the DIN lineage, 
Nº 29-51 are bold, mechanical and 
surprisingly contemporary.

If their specimen was only published 
after 1865, I question whether Will & 
Schumacher actually manufactured 
wood type since 1861.
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The real specimen measures 
about 285 × 445 mm, not apparent 
from the poor quality digitisation.

Tight spacing, closed 
apertures and sharp joins 
make a compelling texture, 
like sunlight sparkling 
through a forest canopy.
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The semicircle spur on G is a sly 
surprise, contrasting with the 
chamfered top of t.

This detail elevated the letterforms 
above the usual genre tropes.

Preceding the collection of 64 
specimen sheets is a single page 
advertisement.
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I wanted the fonts to be 
stackable with minimal 
linespacing.

By then the wood types 
by Sachs & Cie. had sales 
representatives in 
different German cities 
and dependencies.
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Under normal circum-
stances these details 
would be edited, sanded 
to a smooth polish.

Their curves remain 
taught and their 
stature proud.
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